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which had led to the   great  extension of cultivation to which the large increase of land revenue was mainly due.
BARDOLI.
In 1866 the first Eevenue Survey settlement was introduced into the Bardoli subdivision, which comprised the old subdivisions of Karod, Sarbhan, and Valod, to the east of Surat. It is bounded on the north by the Taptee river, which flows between it and the Mandvi subdivision. It touches the Jalalpur subdivision on the south-west, but with this exception is surrounded by Gaikvar's territory. The western and south-western portions, in addition to possessing the most fertile soil and the densest as well as the most industrious and skilful agricultural population, has a great advantage over the eastern portion, mostly comprised in the old subdivision of Valod, in being much nearer to the markets of Surat and Nausari. In Sarbhan the pressure of population was 398 to the square mile (that of Belgium being about 380), in Karod 317, with an average of 19 and 17 acres to the plough respectively; whilst in Valod population was 218 to the square mile, and there were 30 acres to each plough. The proposals first sent in by the Superintendent of Survey threw the subdivision for maximum dry-crop rates into no less than fourteen groups, often of one and two villages only, fixed as much on consideration of the former low assessments paid by kali paraj (literally, "black subjects") or inferior cultivators as on accessibility to markets. After consultation with the Revenue Commissioner, however, the groups were reduced to seven. There were 138 Jchdlsd or directly-managed Government villages; and there being but little difference in climate and rainfall throughout them, except that the more easterly Valod villages were somewhat more feverish than the western portion, the grouping was made dependent on the distance of the several villages from ISTausari and Surat, the two nearest markets and railway stations on the B. B. & C. I. Eailway. There was no made road in the subdivision, cleared tracks, bat little better, from being more direct,